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perfection, that is, with all perfection, of which the idea is
not contradictory, or destructive of itself, is, undoubtedly,
fake. But it can hardly be called a false notion, because
no man ever thought it, nor can it be derived from the
philosophers; for, without pretending to guess what philo-
sophers he may mean, it is very safe to affirm, that no
philosopher ever said it. Of those who now maintain that
man was once perfect, who may very easily be found, let
the author inquire, whether man was ever omniscient,
whether he was ever omnipotent; whether he ever had
even the lower power of archangels or angels. Their
answers will soon inform him, that the supposed perfection
of man was not absolute, but respective; that he was per-
fect, in a sense consistent enough with subordination, per-
fect, not- as compared with different beings, but with him-
self in his present degeneracy; not perfect, as an angel,
but perfect, as man.

From this perfection, whatever it was, he thinks it ne-
cessary that man should be debarred, because pain is ne-
cessary to the good of the universe; and the pain of one
order of beings extending its salutary influence to innu-
merable orders above and below, it was necessary that
man should suffer; but, because it is not suitable to justice,
that pain should be inflicted on innocence, it was necessary
that man should be criminal.

This is given as a satisfactory account of the original of
moral evil, which amounts only to this, that God created
beings, whose guilt he foreknew, in order that he might
have proper objects of pain, because the pain of part is,
no man knows how or why, necessary to the felicity of
the whole.

The perfection which man once had, may be so easily
conceived, that, without any unusual strain of imagination,
we can figure its revival. All the duties to God or man,
that are neglected, we may fancy performed; all the crimes,
that are committed, we may conceive forborne. Man will
then be restored to his moral perfections; and into what
head can it enter, that, by this change, the universal sys-